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HON BILL GRAYDEN, AM — 100TH BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE 

Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12 noon] — without notice: I move — 

That this house congratulates Hon Bill Grayden, AM, for reaching the major milestone of his 100th birthday 
on 5 August 2020 and acknowledges his service to Western Australia. 

It is a pleasure to be here today to acknowledge the achievements of a long-serving member of this place,  
Mr Bill Grayden, who is in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. Although this place often reflects on the lives and 
successes of its members, it is rare that the subject matter is in the gallery to hear those reflections in person. It 
is lovely to acknowledge someone during their lifetime. 

Bill Grayden has undoubtedly lead a big life. He has been a soldier, parliamentarian, miner, author, documentarian, 
campaigner, journalist, mechanical engineering apprentice and real estate agent. He undertook the last of his three 
occupations before the age of 20. 

In his own words, Mr Grayden is a true family man. His life revolves around his family. He is husband to Betsy, 
father to five sons and five daughters, grandfather to 34 children, great-grandfather to 37 great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandfather to one! 

Bill has fit a lot into his 100 years on this planet, a great deal of it in service to the public of Western Australia, 
including more than 39 years as a member of the Legislative Assembly and one-time father of the house. He is a very 
notable and well-known Western Australian. It is hard to know what to focus on in Bill Grayden’s life. Perhaps most 
notable is his war service. Indeed, I saw and spoke to him last weekend at Kings Park at the Returned and Services 
League of Australia event for the Victory in the Pacific Day, which marked the end of the Second World War and 
the close of hostilities in one of the largest and most brutal theatres of war the world has ever seen. Mr Grayden, 
like many young Western Australians, misled the authorities about his age to enlist in the Second World War; not 
only that, but he changed his name to do so. He wanted to enlist in the 2nd/16th because his father has been in 
the 1st/16th. Despite desires to be a stretcher-man, he instead found himself in officer training. He served in Syria 
in the fight against the Vichy French and the Foreign Legion. His battalion narrowly avoided being captured in the 
Fall of Singapore. He served in New Guinea, including on the Kokoda Trail and the Ramu–Markham Valleys campaign. 
He also served in Borneo and was on patrol behind enemy lines when the war finally ended. But his services to 
his nation would not end there.  

Bill Grayden would go on to serve in both the commonwealth and Western Australian Parliaments, jumping 
between the two. His election to federal Parliament as a Liberal in 1949 marks him as one of the last, if not the 
last, of that generation of MPs known as “Menzies’ men”. Bill Grayden was famous for using his position in public 
life to campaign for causes. He was a part of a long tradition of “Independent Liberals” and whether inside or outside 
the official Liberal Party tent, I have no doubt that he constantly created headaches for Liberal Party leaders! But 
despite his outspoken nature, and unlike many modern day “rebels”, in his reflections on his time in public life he 
is extremely complimentary of the leaders of the day, whether those leaders were Chifley, Menzies, Brand, Tonkin 
or Court. 
Bill strikes me as the kind of person who wanted to do good in his time in public life. His documentary and book 
about Aboriginal Australians in central Australia, stemming from his participation on an expedition looking for 
the famed Lasseter’s Reef, not only forced the commonwealth to acknowledge that the land was not uninhabited, 
protecting the Ngaanyatjarra from the fallout of nuclear weapon tests, but also helped to change attitudes across 
the nation to First Nation peoples, which would be crucial for the success of the 1967 referendum. 
Bill was a famous campaigner. He campaigned against the relocation of the Barracks and for the preservation of 
the Nullarbor Plain. He campaigned for the Narrows Bridge, which was notable given he was the member for 
South Perth. He loved election campaigns, and if members listen to his oral history with the Parliamentary Library, 
they will learn that he took great pleasure in beating his opponents, whether Labor or Liberal. 
Bill was a minister in the Charles Court government across a number of portfolios. Perhaps most notable was his 
time as the education minister when he was involved in the establishment of the health education curriculum in 
Western Australian schools and in the establishment of Tuart and Canning Colleges, not to mention the introduction 
of performance-oriented courses of music, dance and drama at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts 
in Mt Lawley. Ultimately, he served in this chamber for 39 and a half years. It is a long chapter in a remarkable 
story, one with far too much detail to go into in the short time I have today—his family details, achievements in 
the private sector, his retirement and so on, not to mention the countless more instances of advocacy on behalf of 
causes and groups. I went back to when Bill was first elected to this place in 1947 to the former electorate of 
Middle Swan and to his maiden speech. As members know, it is normal to tell the chamber a little bit about yourself, 
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to tell your story, in your first speech. Mr Grayden chose not tell the story of how he came to be here. Instead, he 
got stuck into the issues affecting his electorate, mainly housing, and got into arguments with members on the opposite 
side during his inaugural speech! That was as clear a sign as any that Bill was outspoken, passionate, focussed on 
the issues before him, not to be trifled with and not focused on personalities or himself. It is fitting that we get to 
tell his story today while he is here with his family. 
On behalf of the government of Western Australia and the state Parliamentary Labor Party, I thank Mr Grayden 
for his services to this state. Thank you very much, Bill. 
MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [12.08 pm]: It is my great pleasure to 
contribute to this motion to honour the service of Mr Bill Grayden. 
Bill Grayden was born on 5 August in 1920 in Bickley, the son of Leonard Ives, a mine manager and grazier, 
who had served with the 1st/16th battalion and been wounded at Gallipoli. His mother, Ethel, was the daughter of 
Nat Harper, former Liberal MLA for Beverley and Pingelly from 1910 to 1914, a mine manager and founder of 
Winterbottom Motor Company. After his parents divorced, Bill and his elder sister and younger brother took their 
stepfather’s surname, Grayden. 
The family lived in Britain from 1925 to 1928 and in Victoria from 1929 to 1937, where Bill attended school, wrote 
articles for a sports magazine and The Bulletin at the age of 14 years, and became a real estate subagent at 15 years 
of age. He returned to Western Australia in 1938 and did a course in mechanical engineering at Perth Technical 
College and then an apprenticeship, followed by employment at Winterbottom Motor Company.  
Bill sought to enlist at the outbreak of World War II, but was rejected. He then succeeded in 1940, when he put up 
his age and changed his name from Wilbur to William and joined the 2nd/16th Battalion. He was almost immediately 
made a lance corporal and was selected to attend Officers Training School at Bonegilla in New South Wales, 
where, after three months, he graduated as a lieutenant. In 1941–42, he served with the 2nd/16th in Syria, where the 
Vichy forces, including the French Foreign Legion, were defeated. 
Bill Grayden was recalled to Australia and then sent with the rest of the 21st Brigade to fight the Japanese in Papua 
in August 1942. He was part of over three weeks of the continuous fighting withdrawal along the Kokoda Track. 
Three battalions, each with fewer than 600 men, had defeated a larger Japanese invading force, with the 2nd/16th 
afterwards mustering only 143 fit men from an initial 550. Bill was the only surviving officer from the 2nd/16th 
Brigade Hill bayonet charge against an entrenched, encircling enemy that cost 65 casualties. Later at Ioribaiwa Ridge, 
he was knocked unconscious by a 15-inch shell that landed just two feet away. 
The 2nd/16th was later back in action at Buna-Gona; the Ramu–Markham Valleys campaign of 1943–44, when Bill 
was promoted to captain; and the July 1945 landings at Balikpapan in Borneo. When hostilities ended, he was posted 
to Celebes, where he exercised major responsibility in the repatriation of surrendered Japanese troops. It was not 
until February 1946 that his military service ended.  
Bill Grayden worked as a freelance journalist in Perth and became an active member of the Liberal Party. At the 
September 1946 federal election, he stood as an Independent Liberal for the seat of Swan, which then comprised 
the northern wheatbelt and the outer suburban areas of Bayswater and Guildford–Midland. With minimal resources, 
he polled 12 856 votes, or 23.2 per cent of the total, and his preferences enabled the Country Party candidate to 
regain the seat from Labor by 240 votes. Swan was the only coalition victory in Western Australia in an otherwise 
disappointing national election result. 

At the March 1947 election, Bill contested the Legislative Assembly seat for the district of Middle Swan for the 
Liberal Party. This included such outer eastern suburbs as Bayswater, Belmont and Greenmount. Vigorous campaigning 
and the distribution of Country Party preferences resulted in a 51-vote victory over a long-serving Labor incumbent, 
delivering a vital seat that enabled the McLarty Liberal–Country Party coalition to form government after 14 years 
in opposition. At the age of 27 years, Bill Grayden was the youngest member of state Parliament and dealt with 
such major problems as unemployment and housing shortages. He was prepared to break ranks with his colleagues 
on issues such as the appointment of a state Ombudsman and banning cigarette advertising. 

July 1948 saw his wedding to Betsy Chadwick, a long and happy marriage that resulted in five sons and five daughters. 

On 27 October 1949, with the state election due in early 1950, he resigned from the Legislative Assembly, without 
causing a by-election, to recontest the federal division of Swan at the December election. A major redistribution 
had transformed Swan into a Labor-leaning suburban seat that comprised the subdivisions of Bayswater, Midland, 
Belmont, Victoria Park and South Perth. Bill Grayden won the seat by 2 122 votes, with 52.4 per cent of the vote 
and a swing of over 11 per cent. He polled well ahead of the candidate on the coalition Senate ticket, an indication 
that the Liberal Party could not have won Swan without his personal vote. In 1951, he retained Swan with a further 
swing in his favour. 
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As a federal member in the early 1950s, Bill had to endure 14-hour air journeys and had to sometimes maintain 
his young family in a Canberra hotel. He successfully campaigned for the lifting of the export ban on manganese, 
leading to the establishment of mines in the Pilbara. He became an advocate for Aboriginal rights, campaigning for 
improved conditions in Laverton and Warburton and opposing the forced removal of children. In 1953, he wrote 
and published A Nomad was our Guide: The story of a journey through the land of the Wongi—the Central Desert 
of Australia—1953. 

At the 1954 federal election, Bill Grayden narrowly lost Swan after heavy enrolment growth. Although a subsequent 
redistribution improved Liberal prospects in Swan, his growing family led him to focus on the state district of 
South Perth, where the Liberal MLA was not recontesting the 1956 state election. Unfortunately, a long-serving 
branch secretary had locked up the Liberal nomination and Bill contested South Perth as an unendorsed Liberal. 
In those days, there was a firm Labor vote in South Perth, ensuring that its candidate did not finish third, with its 
preferences then going against an endorsed Liberal. It has been said that because the ALP resented Bill’s successful 
campaigning in its former strongholds, it contested the seat to reduce his chance of success. However, in a tight 
contest, Bill Grayden edged ahead of the endorsed Liberal by 260 votes to defeat Labor on Liberal preferences. It 
was to be the last time he needed preferences or was at serious risk of defeat at any election. 

Three years later, in 1959, Bill Grayden was re-elected in South Perth by 837 votes, with 54.5 per cent of the vote, 
in a straight fight with a far more credible Liberal opponent. Soon afterwards, the Liberal Party invited Bill to rejoin 
it as part of the coalition government led by David Brand. Bill’s commitment to the people of South Perth saw him 
re-elected 11 times. His last contest in 1989 gave him another absolute majority and a final vote of 61.3 per cent. 
Altogether, over 47 years, he has fought 13 state elections and won them all, as well as four federal contests, and 
he fought every one of them as a true Liberal, even when denied endorsement. 

On the election of Sir Charles Court’s government in 1974, Bill served as Minister for Labour and Industry; 
Consumer Affairs; and Immigration until 1978. Between 1980 and the retirement of Sir Charles in 1982, he was 
Minister for Education; Cultural Affairs; and Recreation. He was a conscientious and deeply loyal minister. From 
1986 until his retirement in 1993, he was father of the house. Bill Grayden is remembered not so much as a fluent 
and polished debater, but as a forceful and passionate one. In earlier years, he had been ahead of his time in his 
sympathy for Aboriginal people. 

In 1994, he was awarded membership of the Order of Australia for his services to the Parliament and the community. 
In retirement, Bill has continued to support his local community, serving on the Manning Senior Citizens Centre 
board of management from 1985 until 2009. He has been president of the 2nd/16th AIF Association and has assiduously 
attended Anzac Day and other commemorative events, honouring fallen comrades and supporting veterans. 

In preparing for today, I went back to Bill Grayden’s inaugural speech in this place, and I would like to quote from 
his offerings at that time, bearing in mind that we are talking about a 27-year-old man in 1947. These are some of 
the things that Bill had to say — 

If I can on some occasions in this House direct the attention of members to iniquities existing in our 
society, to cases of hardship and want, and ways and means of increasing the health and happiness of our 
people, I shall feel justified in having the confidence of my electors. 

He then went on in his speech to detail the plight of an Aboriginal family with four children who were living in 
a tent in August, in the middle of winter. It was not a waterproof tent and it had no fly. Bill Grayden went to work on 
trying to find accommodation for that family and he found accommodation for them in the backrooms of an unused 
ex-RAAF hall. The one thing that Bill was really moved by was the attitude towards that family by members of 
the community who did not want them in the tent. The local roads board was going to dismantle the tent and, as 
a result, the seven-year-old child in that family—the mother was in hospital having another baby—had to run to 
East Perth to tell his father that their tent was going to be dismantled and that they would have nowhere to sleep 
that night. As a result of their plight, Bill stepped in and found them accommodation. In doing so, the community 
was outraged that these people of colour, as they called them back then, were living in that ex-RAAF hall. What 
Bill noted, though, was that the school principal at the time said that those children always turned up to school 
impeccably dressed, and very good scholars, because their father understood the importance of an education. Bill 
said about the attitude towards the Aboriginal people in this country at the time — 

The biggest thing we can do for them is to judge them by their worth and not by the colour of their skin. 
It does not lie within the power of Governments to direct the attitude of individuals towards these people. 

Bill went on to talk passionately about housing, the plight of age pensioners in this state, and problems with housing, 
drainage and transport. Yes, he also called to account a member of the other side who had derided the principle of 
soldier preference. Bill challenged that, and he was challenged back, but he stood his ground.  
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In closing, it was outstanding that a 27-year-old man in 1947 would stridently hold the views that he held about 
the first Australians. I am very, very proud as Leader of the Liberal Party in this state Parliament to say to this 
Parliament that it was the 100-year-old man who is sitting in the public gallery who at the age of 27 had the bravery 
and courage to bring forth those views to this place and to campaign for the rights of the first Australians, and 
others, as part of his 46 years of service to our community.  
Congratulations, Bill. It is a great honour to share this motion with you. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [12.21 pm]: Mr Speaker — 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party. Sorry, member for Moore. There must have been a coup overnight!  
Mr R.S. LOVE: Rumours of a changeover are much exaggerated!  
It is a great pleasure to be here today, on behalf of the National Party, to speak on this motion to congratulate 
Hon Bill Grayden on having reached the major milestone of 100 years of age on 5 August, and to acknowledge 
his great service to Western Australia and to the nation as a whole.  
Mr Grayden, on behalf of the National Party, we give you our sincere congratulations. It is a great honour to meet 
you today, and also to meet your son, John, in the chamber. John is one of 10 children, so not only have you made 
a tremendous contribution to the state through your political service and your service in war, but also in terms of 
the population of this state you have done a tremendous job. 
Before entering Parliament, Bill Grayden enlisted to serve Australia as a 20-year-old. As we have heard, he served 
in the Middle East, Singapore and New Guinea. He was one of those men who halted the Japanese advance on the 
Kokoda track, men who will always be revered in this nation as heroes. I cannot even begin to imagine some of 
the wartime conditions that Bill and his fellow troops endured, but I thank each and every one of them for their service 
to this country—a debt that we all owe. 
Hon Bill Grayden had a wonderful and vast political career, the longest of any serving member, with 43 years across 
both state and federal Parliament. He commenced as member for Middle Swan in the Legislative Assembly, and 
in 1949 he was elected to the House of Representatives as the member for Swan at the return of Sir Robert Menzies 
to government. He held that seat until 1954. In 1956, he returned to this place as member for South Perth, and he 
held that seat until his retirement in 1993. Bill Grayden served multiple terms as a member of this Parliament, 
including as a minister in the government of Sir Charles Court, holding at times the portfolios of labour and industry; 
consumer affairs; immigration and tourism; and education, cultural affairs and recreation. As we have heard, from 
1986 until 1993, he was the father of the house.  
Bill was a metropolitan member of Parliament, but he was very close to his grandfather, Nathanial Harper, who 
was a regional member of Parliament and was, as we have heard, the member for Beverley and Pingelly from 1910 
to 1914. Perhaps the influence of his grandfather as a regional member helped form the foundation of his strong 
advocacy for Aboriginal rights and welfare, particularly for those in the Laverton and Warburton desert areas.  
Bill was also a very strong supporter of opening up the trade for magnetite, a commodity that has been much in the 
news of late, and one that is being extracted across regional Western Australia and is trading at a strong price today.  
Bill has been referred to as a strong contributor to this Parliament. He was somewhat of a rebel at times, crossing 
the floor to vote on issues that he believed in. It became clear that he was dedicated to serving his community and its 
interests, rather than succumbing to the pressures of party politics. He was also described as winning the unwinnable 
elections, and as a tremendous campaigner. I add that his length of service indicates that he was a true champion 
of the political game. 

Mr Bill Grayden, your milestone is incredible—a life and a career that spans so much of the history of our state 
and our nation. You were born into a community and a family that was still touched by World War I, with your father 
a Gallipoli veteran, and a country that was just coming to terms with the aftermath of that affair and the hideous 
pandemic of the time, the Spanish flu. You grew up through the Great Depression. You fought for this nation in its 
darkest hours. You were a huge contributor to the development of our nation since the war. You served alongside 
political giants like Menzies and Billy Hughes. You were in Parliament with state giants like Sir Charles Court 
and David Brand, and the Tonkin and Hawke premierships also occurred when you were in this Parliament.  

Your 100 years comprises 36 525 days, 876 600 hours, and 52 596 000 minutes. On behalf of the National Party, 
I heartily congratulate you, and also your family, who are obviously looking after you very well, and I wish you 
many, many more enjoyable years, hours and minutes ahead. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.26 pm]: As the soon to be departing member for South Perth, in March 
next year, it gives me great pleasure to support this 100th birthday congratulatory motion for Bill Grayden. 
Since 1956, there have been three members for South Perth in the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia. That 
is three members in 64 years. It is my great honour to be a member of that trifecta. But I have to admit I have only 
a small part in that trifecta, because of those 64 years, the service of Bill Grayden, who turned 100 years old on 
5 August—yesterday fortnight—outdid the other two members of that trifecta. Bill Grayden served the electorate 
of South Perth from 1956 until 1993 before his retirement, and he preceded the election of Phillip Pendal, who served 
from 1993 until 2005, and my own term of service, which began in 2005. So despite Phil and me representing 
South Perth for more than three terms—that is, 12 years, and 16 years—we were dwarfed by Bill’s tenure of 
serving South Perth for 37 years. Coincidentally, Bill worked as a freelance journalist after serving in World War II, 
and wrote sport for The West Australian, something I did not realise, so I may be following in his footsteps in some 
regard as a former sports writer at The West.  

Bill and his late wife, Betsy, had 10 children and have more than 70 grandchildren and great grandchildren. This is 
not just a matter of reading a biography. Wherever I go in South Perth, I see members of the Grayden clan. I see Bill’s 
children and grandchildren when I go to the local footy club, or to schools. I see the name Grayden at end-of-year 
school events. Bill, you have certainly left your mark in the City of South Perth. 

Bill’s achievements in South Perth are many and varied. Perhaps the most telling was in his first year as the member 
for South Perth, when as the local member he put his support behind a group of protesters. It was not unusual 
for Bill to be a protester when there was something that he believed in. Back then, when the Narrows Bridge 
and Kwinana Freeway were being planned, the Old Mill was going to be a victim of the development. It was going 
to be knocked down and relocated so that this freeway could go through. This led to a lot of resentment among 
the people who lived there, and Bill Grayden was a champion for that cause, so much so that the Minister for 
Works, John Tonkin, wrote in May 1957 to the Historical Society of South Perth to advise it, “If you restore the 
mill and the adjacent cottage, we will not demolish them.” The freeway was moved to go around that wonderful 
building, the second-oldest industrial site in Western Australia, the Old Mill, which still stands in that position. 
That is a perfect example of a local member standing up for something in his community and the government of 
the day listening. 

Bill also spoke about the freeway that was to become the Perth to Mandurah freeway—back then it was called the 
Perth to Kwinana highway—and Bill was concerned about the route that it was about to take. In Parliament, he 
said, according to Hansard — 

The highway is to run along the foreshore adjacent to the existing Melville Parade. I would like to emphasise 
to the Minister for Works that … the highway should not run too close to residential areas. The residents 
of South Perth have already presented a petition in regard to that matter to the South Perth Municipal Council 
and the municipality endorsed the principle of it. 

Bill continued — 

On the other hand, a certain amount of reclamation could be done and the road could be put well away 
from the homes. 

Lucky it was back then, Bill; you might not have had much luck with it today! He continued — 

It might cost a little more to reclaim a certain portion of the river foreshore, but it would be more desirable 
from the point of view of the residents of South Perth. 

The freeway went through and it was not right alongside the back doors of the people who lived on Melville Parade. 

Bill also fought hard to save Como Beach. As Bill said in Parliament — 

Many thousands of children use the beach each year and accordingly we are anxious to see a beach at least 
equal to the present one built at Como, when the present road is completed. 

Unfortunately, Bill did not have a win on that one. A year later, in August 1957, the first permanent bridge pile 
was driven into the riverbed. Sadly, something had to go, and Como Beach was not able to be successfully replicated, 
which is still something about which the people of South Perth feel they got a raw deal. 

In 1959, Bill became a founding member of the South Perth Senior Citizens Centre, and he served on the board of 
management for 50 years, including 44 as president. I was at the centre on Tuesday when they held a special 100-year 
commemoration for Bill. They invited two other local residents, a lady who is 99 and another lady who is 101, so, 
along with Bill, those three people had a collective age of 300 years. If it was divided up, it was an average of 
100 years. It was a fantastic moment to see Bill being so recognised by the local people. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 August 2020] 

 p5376b-5383a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mrs Liza Harvey; Mr Shane Love; Mr John McGrath; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mrs Michelle 

Roberts; Mr Peter Tinley 

 [6] 

As has been mentioned earlier, Bill was also a founding member of the Manning Senior Citizens Centre and served 
25 years on its board. In 1994, Bill was recognised for his lifelong service to the community with the award of the 
Member of the Order of Australia, AM, and he was also awarded Honorary Freeman of the City of South Perth. 

Bill, as someone who followed you to become the member of South Perth, I always said it was a hard act to follow. 
You have done an amazing job and I am really proud and pleased that the Parliament is recognising you today. 

Members: Hear, hear! 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [12.33 pm]: Hon Bill Grayden, happy birthday. What a fantastic and 
remarkable contribution to the state of Western Australia and to our nation. I first met Bill back in 2007, when 
I was fresh back from a year at the Australian Command and Staff College, the new commanding officer of the 
16th Battalion. My regimental sergeant major called into my office and said, “Sir, the old diggers of the 2nd/16th want 
to meet you.” Clearly, they wanted to suss me out. It was actually here, Bill, that you invited me to Parliament House 
with you and some of your remaining Kokoda vets to have a chat and a lunch where I could listen to you, and you 
and your friends could share with me your recollection of battles in the Middle East and in New Guinea. There 
were stories of your near misses. You will recall that you shared many stories with me, including the amazing story 
of your mate Keith Norrish, who received a machine gun burst to the chest that deflected off a steel mirror and 
a wad of 17 letters from his wife to be, which helped prevent a fatal wounding. It took him six days to get down 
the track, and he still lived to the age of 95. You guys are made of something special. It is quite remarkable. 

Back then, when I was in 16th Battalion, you and your mates kept in touch with the battalion. You set up a special 
scholarship to send young soldiers off to 16th Battalion battlefields to help them understand the history of the battalion 
and the importance of that unit to yourselves and, of course, to them. I also recall the small group fireside chats that 
the old diggers would have with the young diggers, sharing stories and gaining that sense of culture and love for the 
battalion. Of course, it is easy to understand why Bill is so fond of his old 2nd/16th Battalion. His father was a member 
of the 1st/16th Battalion back in World War I serving at Gallipoli. He was shot in the chest, repatriated to Australia, 
and lived well into his 70s. These were tough, tough people. 
Bill, as mentioned by many here today, your legacy is significant. The fact that you have 82 direct descendants is 
quite remarkable, as is the fact that you have a parliamentary career spanning 44 years, mainly state with some federal. 
This is an amazing amount of service to the country. In fact, as I was listening to the member of South Perth talk 
about your time as the member for South Perth, I realised that my father was a schoolboy at Aquinas College in 
your electorate, as was I, so you were there as the local member through two generations, and many others who 
went to that school in the South Perth electorate have probably passed through this place. 

For me, the most significant aspect of our celebrating your 100th birthday is recognising the contribution you made 
for us as Australians in that Kokoda Track campaign. We should never, ever forget what you and your mates went 
through. We understand that at the time, Australia was in the grip of panic as the Imperial Japanese Army was 
sweeping through southeast Asia. We had the fall of Singapore. It was not supposed to fall. It was going to hold the 
Japanese imperial force; it did not. It fell very quickly in February 1942, and then Darwin was bombed in the same 
month. We had your division, the 7th Division, recalled back from the Middle East to try to help stem the flow, 
and you are famous for that, of course, with Brigadier Potts and the 21st Brigade. In the context of army units, it 
was that very small force of the 21st Australian Infantry Brigade with you and the 2nd/16th Battalion stopping 
a 15 000-force Japanese advance on that track towards Port Moresby, while Australians back here worried that if 
New Guinea fell, Australia was next.  

They were very difficult and challenging times. You and your mates faced ferocious battles, bayonet charges 
through thick jungle, and you and your men had to fight your way out of a Japanese encirclement at Mission Ridge. 
At the end of the campaign, the Japanese had been defeated, and I am advised that only 143 fit soldiers of the 
2nd/16th Battalion remained out of the starting 550. Lucky for us, Bill Grayden was one of them. Of course, you 
went on to serve your country as a fantastic local member of Parliament, a minister, and a real flag-bearer to stand 
up for people and to look after them. 

Bill, on behalf of all the soldiers out there, we congratulate you on your 100th birthday. We thank you for your 
service to our state and, of course, to our nation. Congratulations. 
Members: Hear, hear! 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.38 pm]: Congratulations on your 100th birthday, 
Bill Grayden—100 years old on 5 August this year. That in itself is a fantastic milestone. Unfortunately, in this house, 
we do not have both sides reflect positively on the contribution of a member of Parliament generally until we get 
to a condolence motion. In the 26 years that I have been here, I do not recall having had a motion for someone’s 
birthday before, but a 100th birthday milestone is certainly one to be celebrated. I congratulate you for the contribution 
that you have made to the Parliament of Western Australia and to the community of Western Australia. 
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The member for South Perth is not the only one who, as we heard today, followed in Bill Grayden’s footsteps. 
Bill Grayden represented the whole of my electorate, including Guildford, Midland, up to Greenmount, Hazelmere 
and beyond, including Bayswater and a much broader area of Swan. He represented a huge area. In those days, it 
would have been very rural. You would not have had to go to Beverley to have that rural experience. Indeed, over 
20 years ago when I first got to know the people in the Hazelmere community, it certainly felt like I was in a very 
rural place there. My children made comments like, “Mum, you’ve got kangaroos in your electorate!”, which was 
a very exciting thing. It was a very broad area. 
Often, when I congratulate someone on their 100th birthday, if someone else has not already asked, I ask, 
“What’s the secret of your longevity?” I have had some very interesting answers over the years, but having listened 
to the contribution that Bill Grayden has made, I think there is one very clear secret to his longevity—that is, a very 
active life. He has made a huge contribution to the community. In everything that he has been involved with, he 
has not been a bystander; he has been an integral part of it. That kind of community and family engagement clearly 
has to have been a major factor in him coming up to 100 years. Because of that connection with my electorate, I have 
met many of Bill’s descendants, including Julie, and others who have made a significant contribution to communities 
and suburbs in my electorate. I also know his granddaughter, Natasha, who is also a journalist. 
Congratulations on behalf of the whole community, especially those of us involved in the Midland area. Your 
contribution is still recognised. As it is for many of us, your biggest legacy, without doubt, is your five sons, 
five daughters, and all of the grandchildren. Your legacy will live on. 
MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.42 pm]: I rise as the Minister for Veterans 
Issues of the government of Western Australia to conclude the motion before us today congratulating Hon Bill Grayden 
on his birthday and his service. We have heard of a life of connection, continuity and intersection. Every speaker 
that has got up has talked about the lives and the issues that you have touched, and I think that none of us in this 
chamber, if we look hard enough, would not be able to find some kind of connection between our electorates, our 
issues, and, indeed, our people. 
I also rise as a veteran to represent not my party but the many veterans who have come through this place. Members 
might not be aware of this, but we pass by it many times every single day. There is a board out there, and it contains the 
names of 60 members of this place who served in the Second World War. Four of them served in the First World War 
and the Second World War. It is a significant contribution. As a veteran myself, and a former Army member—in 
fact, my first unit, Bill, was the 16th Battalion when I first joined the reserves—I am often asked, “What are the lessons 
that you’ve learnt that carried you from your military service to political service?”—that is, apart from, as they see 
it, public service in a different uniform. I was reading through Bill’s oral history and I marked some similarities, 
connections and intersections with my own life and, I am sure, any others who have served in the military would 
understand the sort of stories and issues that are raised in military service that you carry over. One is certainly 
perseverance, and we heard about that in your military service. Another is a singularity of thinking. We heard 
about that through the issues that you champion. But there is also good judgement. Good judgement is something 
that you learn from bad experiences, and you are no different. As other members have said, your commitment and 
service on the Kokoda Track is emblematic of the resilience that you and your generation showed. I read one excerpt 
with some interest about when you were fighting the withdrawal along the Kokoda Track back to Port Moresby. For 
those who are not familiar, being in command of a withdrawal is singularly the hardest thing to do. You have fear; 
you have casualties; you are running out of supplies and you are folding back. Morale is the biggest issue. To lead 
in those circumstances is typically very hard. In the jungles of Papua New Guinea, it is doubly so because of the 
visibility, and night movement was always difficult. I will read this excerpt to close this out. It states — 

When moving in the jungle in single-file at night lots of men would tuck a piece of phosphorescent fungi 
or something like into … their webbing or their belt to aid the next person following them. 

That is how dark it was — 
One morning I woke in bright sunlight. I looked around and all the sentries were sound asleep—exhausted 
from days of fighting and the trek over the ranges. During the night the whole lot had gone to sleep. 
One pair hadn’t woken the next shift up. I looked over a log lying across the track and to my horror 
discovered our Brigadier, Arnold Potts, — 

Another great Western Australian — 
sound asleep apparently confident in our diligence. And we were the only troops between the battalion 
and the Japanese. I thought it advisable to wake the platoon up before I woke the Brigadier. 

Sir, good judgement, always! 
On behalf of all veterans who have passed through this place and all members, thank you for your service and 
happy birthday! 
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Members: Hear, hear! 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Mr Speaker, on that note, I seek your permission to bring Mr Grayden to the floor. 
The SPEAKER: Permission granted. 
[Hon Bill Grayden escorted to the table of the house by Mr P.C. Tinley (Minister for Veterans Issues), and greeted 
by the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition. Photograph taken.] 
Question put and passed. 
[Applause.] 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: Mr Speaker, with your indulgence, Happy Birthday! 
[Members sing Happy Birthday.] 
Members: Hip, hip, hooray! 
Hon BILL GRAYDEN: Mr Speaker, thank you very much for the offer to be here today. It has been a great privilege 
and I greatly appreciate it. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. 
[Hon Bill Grayden vacated the chamber.] 
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